18.  “THE EXILE”
Section V:
THE PLAN REINFORCED
Biblical Basis:
Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Daniel, II Kings 24:18 – 25:22; II 

Chronicles 36:11-21
Objective:
That class members may understand the significant role that Judah’s exile 
played in developing a confident hope in Jewish theology regarding God’s 
promises.
INTRODUCTION

The prophets had spoken.  They warned Judah that the impending judgment of God was coming upon them through the powerful Babylon.  Coupled with this warning, the prophets also proclaimed a hope for the coming of God’s anointed one.
Finally, the inevitable happened.  The house of Judah fell, never to arise again.  With it, all the self-righteous attitudes that believed their kingdom would always be protected by God came crashing down.  This devastation left the people struggling and searching concerning the reality of God and His covenant promises.  Were the pagan gods more powerful than the Lord?  Had God forsaken His people?  What would become of all His covenant promises?

The time of exile played a significant role in reshaping Jewish theology in the development of hope for their future through the coming of God’s Messiah.

I.  TWO MAJOR DEPORTATIONS

A.
Jehoiakim’s uprising signaled the first deportation.


1.
How does the book of Kings view Jehoiakim’s revolt against Nebuchadnezzar and its 



results?  (II Ki 24:1-4)


2.
What warning did Jeremiah give Jehoiakim in Jeremiah 22:13-19?


3.
How did the people of Judah respond to Jeremiah’s words?  (Jer 26:7-9)


4.
How do you respond to a person who says, “My country – right or wrong?”  How 



does that compare with Jeremiah?


5.
What were some of the feelings expressed in Lamentations 1:1-11 describing the 



exile?



6.
What can you learn from James 1:12-15 and Romans 2:5-6 as to the consequences of 



constant sinning?

B.
Zedekiah’s revolt resulted in the second deportation.


1.
Read II Kings 25:1-11.  Describe some of the consequences of Zedekiah’s revolt.


2.
Describe the emotions of those carried into exile by reading Lamentations 2:11; 




5:1-3; Psalms 137:1-4
II.
THREE KEY QUESTIONS JUDAH ASKED

A.
“Has God abandoned us?”


1.
Have you ever felt like this?  (Lam 3:16-18)


2.
What hope did the Jew cling to during this time?  (Lam 3:20-27)


B.
“Are Babylon’s gods more powerful that our God?”


Note:  Often when the prophets spoke they did not necessarily review the problem



because the people to whom they wrote knew the issue.  As we interpret the message can 


we determine the problem areas?


1.
Read Isaiah 44:6-8.  What problem did the prophet seem to address?


2
What issue is being confronted in Isaiah 46:5-11?



3.
How did the prophet answer Israel’s question?  (Is 43:1-4, 18-21, 25)



4.
The sophistication of Babylonian culture really impressed the exiles.  When you see 



the rise of the cults and the power of other religions, do you ever feel this way?

C.
“Are we being punished for the sins of our fathers?”



1
Some of the exiles had a simple solution for their crises.  It was God’s fault!  He was 



venting His anger toward the children because of the sins of their fathers.  How does 



this reasoning line up with Scripture?  (Lam 5:7; Ex 20:5-6; 34:6-7)




In a different context, how have you heard this same line of thinking in our own day?



2.
How does Ezekiel respond to this?  (Ezek 18:2-4, 19-20, 25-26, 32)



3.
How shall we harmonize Ezekiel’s point of view as expressed in Ezekiel 18 with 



Exodus 34:6-7?  (Also note: Jer 31:29-30)
III.  THE EXILE INTERPRETED
Judah’s tears were dried by the prophets.  These dedicated messengers of the Lord dispelled the gloom by explaining God’s intentions.  Four basic themes are prevalent:


A.
God has not abandoned His people.


1.
What aspect of God’s character is emphasized in Lamentations 3:21-24?


2.
What specific promise did Jeremiah make?  (Jer 29:10-14)


3.
In our times of affliction or chastisement, what must be our attitude of soul?  




(Is 43:1-3)



4.
In light of Romans 8:18-25, 35, 37 what constant hope do we live with?


B.
God disciplines those whom he loves.


1.
How did Isaiah 4:2-6 speak to the issue of Judah’s catastrophe?


2.
Out of pain a purified people arose – ready to take up the banner of the Lord.  




How does Hebrews 12:5-11 affirm this view?

C.
A remnant shall return



1.
What is the teaching of Jeremiah 24:1-8?



2.
How did the apostle Paul use this same theology to explain why many Jews did not 



respond to the Gospel?  (Rom 11:1-7)



3.
What actually did happen in the history of the Jews?  (Is 37:31-32; Jer 23:3-4; 



Ezra 1:1-4; 2:1-2)


D.
Be a blessing where you are!



1.
In Jeremiah 29:1-32 a letter is recorded that Jeremiah sent to the exiles with 




instructions for what they were to do in captivity.  What instructions did he give to 



those in exile?  (Jer 29:7)




2.
What did Ezekiel tell the people in 3:17-21?



3.
As Christians what view must we take toward our environment?  (I Pet 2:11-12)

CONCLUSION

During the exile the Jews learned to live without the temple.  But their hope became more pronounced that someone would come to bear their sins (Isaiah 53).  They believed that restoration was promised and it would come.  Judah had no doubt about it.  But their hope rested on the promises of God.  On what does your hope rest concerning the future of this world?
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